Elise Spring Winters
March 27, 1947 - January 1, 2019

Elise Winters, an artist and arts educator residing in Haworth, has died at the age of 71,
having survived and thrived during 16 years of treatment for cancer at Englewood
Hospital.
Winters’ artwork resides now in the permanent collections of six major museums in the
country, including: the Racine Art Museum in Racine, Wisconsin; the Museum of Fine Arts
in Boston, the Newark Museum in Newark, New Jersey; the Museum of Art and Design in
Manhattan, and the Mingei International Museum in San Diego.
In an article published by Ornament magazine in 2009, Winters was quoted as saying, “I
have never been this happy about what I’m doing…the work I’m doing now feels like I
found my voice and it’s flowing off my fingers.”
The article describes Winters’ one-of-a-kind art jewelry as having “a certain quality of light
that seems to illuminate from within. This shimmering characteristic calls to mind the
radiant sunlight of early dawn.”
She was chosen to be featured in the 2010 New Jersey Craft Arts Annual, titled “Make Me
Something Beautiful,” held at the Newark Museum. Virtually all of the promotional
advertising for that exhibition included images of Winters’ creations.
Prior to becoming a full-time artist, Winters taught art classes in various school systems,
including the Dumont Schools, where she created a three-year program for photography
which led a number of her students into careers as professional photographers.
She is survived by her husband, Sherwood Rudin of Haworth and two brothers: Aaron
Winters of Rochester, New York and Dr. Dan Winters of Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
Those wishing to make donations in her honor should contribute to the Oncology
Department of the Englewood Hospital, or to the Racine Art Museum, in Racine,

Wisconsin.

Comments

“

Elise was a great artist and a great friend. Her generosity and encouragement gave
many students the confidence to take risks and aim high. She was a strong influence
in my early life, and we will miss her greatly.

Allison Fultz - January 05 at 07:04 PM

“

Elise Winters literally changed my life. When she walked into my freshman study hall
at Dumont High School and offered up a slot in her Photography 1 class, little did I
realize the impact that moment would have on me. She taught me how to use a
camera, how to develop film. So many hours spent in the little darkroom in the
basement of DHS. Once, she dragged a bunch of us students to Greenwich Village
to see Koyaanisqatsi, which was a huge, early step forward on the journey towards
the artist that I would become. The fact that I am a photographer today is in no small
part thanks to her. I am sure there are hundreds of students that have similar stories.
Thank you, Elise. Rest In Peace.

Nick Tauro Jr - January 04 at 06:40 PM

“

Ms Winters was not only my photography teacher in high school but a mentor and
role model. At a very important time in my growth she gave me the confidence to be
my own person and search for my own pathway. As I grew older she became a friend
and always remained an inspiration. The world was a better place with her in it and
she will be dearly missed. Jennifer Nelson

Jennifer Sanchez - January 04 at 01:00 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Marrocco Memorial Chapel - January 02 at 01:21 PM

