Eugene De Bellis
January 3, 1927 - March 16, 2019

DeBellis, Eugene, born January 3, 1927, to Sylvia and Dominick DeBellis, passed away
on March 16, 2019. He attended St Lucy's Elementary School, Seton Hall Prep H.S.,
Attended N.Y.U., and graduated from Seton Hall University with a B.A. in Music Education.
He was an Army Veteran of the Korean War and was the Conductor for the U.S. Infantry
Band in 1950, He was the Director, owner and respected educator at DeBellis School of
Performing Arts, 1952-2014. He was Conductor of D.M.S. Alumni Band. He was the
Eucharistic Minister and Parish Counsel President of St. Francis Xavier R.C. Church.
Eucharistic Minister at St. Philip the Apostle R.C. Church. Member of National Shrine of
St. Gerard's Men's Guild. Member of Columbus Hospital Board. President of Accordion
Teacher's Association. Member of Mid Atlantic Music Teacher's Guild. Performer and
Guest Conductor of N.J. Accordion Pops Orchestra. President of Newark Chapter of N.J.
Opera. President of Federation of Italian American Society. He was honored by Who’s
Who of Italian American Culture, awarded the Keys to the City in New Orleans for Italian
cultural preservation, Received the Christopher Columbus, Columbus Day Award for
community service by the Italian Tribune Newspaper. Awarded Unico's National’s Positive
Image Award, Man of the Year of the Federation of Italian American Societies, Essex
County Board of Chosen Freeholders' Positive Image Award, Gibblin Assoc. Fine Arts
Achievement. Music achievement award by the A.T.A and M.A.MTG of New Jersey.
DeBellis School of Performing Arts Director's Award 60th Anniversary from Staff and
Students.
Devoted and loving husband to Lorraine C. DeBellis, co-director of DeBellis School of
Performing Arts. Loving and precious father and adored by daughter Cynthia J. DeBellisKetay, Father in law to Richard Ketay; Gentle, loving Grandfather to Gina and Michael
Ketay; Beloved Brother to the late Vincent DeBellis; nieces Donna, Diane and Mary
DeBellis. Please pray for his beloved soul.
Visiting on Monday, March 25th, 2019 from 1PM to 4PM at the Marrocco Memorial Chapel
– 470 Colfax Ave. Clifton. Funeral Mass on Tuesday at 11 AM at St. Philip the Apostle RC
Church in Clifton. Entombment at Calvary Cemetery.

Dearest Daddy,
I was so blessed to have you for my father. I always felt God's presence within you. You
had a gift of sharing your faith and love. Thank you for my catholic grammar school and
high school religious education. I was so fortunate to have you as my college mentor. You
enlightened all of my studies with your wisdom. Your spiritual guidance provided me with a
strong foundation to raise my twins, Gina and Michael.
Thank you for the gift of Music. I loved hearing you entertain our family on your accordion.
You were a master accordionist and you made everyday a holiday for us. I loved you
teaching me the accordion and piano. You inspired an enthusiasm within me for music. It
was so natural to follow within your footsteps by becoming a teacher. My happiest days
were spent performing in your music recitals, marching bands and alumni concert bands. I
was proud to co-teach with you at your school, where every student became part of our
musical family. You loved people and were a great M.C. at music competitions. You had a
special way of connecting with people. It was destiny to meet my future husband Ricky
whom was your music student at age 10. Gina and Michael remember you being their first
music teacher when you introduced them to the piano at age 4. They share many of your
talents.
I felt is was so special for you to become a Eucharistic Minister. You were so humbled to
have this honor. You mediated daily and loved attending daily mass.
Mom and you were truly soul mates from the day you met ice skating, when you ' fell for
each other." You shared the same values as you pursued philanthropic work at your parish
church, local hospitals, for ethnic preservation and for promotion of the fine arts. Mom
quickly became your co-director of your school of performing arts where you both
enthusiastically helped your students participate in Columbus Day Parades, and host
beautiful music competition hospitality suites for your musical family. You were
inseparable.
You both loved family and you made every holiday a special memory as you made Easter
Breads and holiday favorites together.
You worked hard to provide your family with a fairy tale life. Our summer vacations
together with family at the shore were magical. You were my first tennis coach and swim
instructor. I will always remember our bike rides and summer concerts together with mom.
We were the Three Musketeers and you both were an only child's best friends.
Thank you for gifting the twins with our time together with you at the shore.

Your bright blue eyes and smile illuminated our lives and our hearts. You spread sunshine
everywhere. You truly personified the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit which were written within
Paul's
letter to the Galatians: LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS,
FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, AND SELF CONTROL. Everyone whom knew you
loved you.
Your productive life was a life well lived to help benefit others. You used your talents,
treasures and times wisely.
I always saw you as my handsome young father despite the passage of time. Afflictions
never wavered your strong inner spirit. You accepted challenges as God's will with grace
and contentment. We all found great comfort being together with family. We are thankful
for Eucharistic Ministers and Pastoral visits whom brought the gift of communion. Your
dearest friends brought us the gift of music.
You were precious to our entire family. Mom loved you more than life itself. I truly adored
you. Your grandchildren loved you.
Thank you for teaching me courage and God's inner strength during the last two years of
your life when you persevered for us. Thank God for this gift of time for your grandchildren
to enjoy you. They always found comfort within your gentle embrace.
When God called you home to heaven, your peaceful acceptance of His will radiated
within you. It was a blessing to have you within my arms. Thank you for this privilege and
for giving me great strength. I hope you felt my grateful love. You will always be the light of
my life and you will be remembered for your legacy of love and tenderness which lives on
within us. .
Mom, Gina, Michael, Ricky and I will feel your presence within the hug of a loved one,
within a special musical tune and in all of God's creations of Glory on earth. You truly were
a gift to us; an angel on earth and now you are our angel in heaven.
We love you forever,
Cynthia, Mom, Gina and Michael
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Comments

“

Mr. D - my dear friend, teacher, mentor and father figure. I have never known a
kinder, gentler soul. You taught me and instilled in me a love for music beginning at
the age of 6. More importantly, you taught me kindness, compassion,
professionalism and, most of all, LOVE. My heart is full of wonderful memories from
the studio, first as a student, and then as a student-teacher, which was a tremendous
gift and opportunity you afforded me and many others. Later, you welcomed me like
family into your home and shared many summers together down the shore with Mrs.
D and Cindy. When I think of all the days on the beach, making dinners at home,
concerts at the Garden State Arts Center, trips to Atlantic City and so much more, my
heart feels so full. I was privileged to be able to share my home and family with you
and always cherished our time together in the more recent years, especially when
you came for our 4th of July get together. I will never forget the twinkle in those
beautiful blue eyes that radiated God's love and the positive words you always
conveyed to me about my children. Your living example of faith has inspired me all of
my life.
It has been my honor and privilege to know you and call you my friend. May you rest
in peace in the arms of the Lord.
Love, Anabela

Anabela Rossi - March 26 at 09:47 AM

“

Cindy: I never knew your dad but I know you, Gina and Michael. It is obvious that his
kind heart, loving spirit and great faith have been instilled in you all. What a legacy to
be able to touch the life of a young person and inspire them through music. God's
orchestra in heaven has surely been enhanced and blessed because your dad is
there. May he always rest easy and sing with the angels. May you always feel your
dad's presences in your lives and may you all feel the heart hugs he is surely
sending you from heaven. I will pray that God will watch over your mom and you all
so that you will know that your dad has arrived in heaven and has been welcomed
with the open arms of God's love and compassion. May the sadness you feel at his
passing be replaced by the loving memories and the legacy of his spirit which will
always live on. God bless you all. You are in my prayers. With heartfelt condolences,
Lucille Hahula, Verona, NJ

Lucille Hahula - March 26 at 09:28 AM

“

Deepest sympathies to Mrs. DeBellis & Cindy. Mr. DeBellis gave me my first job
when I was 14 years old in 2004 and I taught at the school until about 2010 when I
graduated college. He was kind hearted and always inspired me to patient and loving
like he was. He will be truly missed.

Jess Escalona - March 25 at 12:06 PM

“

Garden Cross was purchased for the family of Eugene De Bellis.

March 24 at 02:30 PM

“

I started playing the organ at his music school at the age of 5. I attended many
competitions because of this wonderful man. I then began playing the accordion and
joined the ballet class. We even celebrated my oldest son’s baptism party in the
studio. Mr. DeBellis will be deeply missed by many. He stuck to his guns when it
came to teaching us. Rest in Heaven Mr. DeBellis

kristin tarantino - March 23 at 12:00 PM

“

I was very saddened to learn about the passing of Mr. De Bellis. From the age of six
until I entered college for the first time ten years later, Mr. De Bellis personally taught
me everything he knew about playing the piano, and about music as a whole, week
after week. Mr. De Bellis was an amazing teacher and a wonderful man, and the
passion for music he instilled in me will stay with me forever. My deepest
condolences to Mrs. De Bellis and Cindy.
Jonathan Melendez & family

Jonathan Melendez - March 23 at 12:49 AM

“

My Godfather was a kind, gentle, talented man who was loved and admired by
countless people, and best friend to my dad, Dante Nardone. He, Vincent and my
dad we're quite a trio and had endless stories to tell, including how Gene teased that
he taught Dad to be an award-winning triangle player. "Uncle" Gene presented Dad
with a triangle at Dad's surprise birthday party and had him "exhibit" his skills! I send
my deepest heartfelt condolences to Aunt Lorraine, Cynthia, and all of our family. It
does makes me smile to know that Dad, Vincent, and Gene are reunited in Heaven.

Monica Nardone Wolst - March 22 at 06:58 PM

“

There is a Bright Shining Star in Heaven Tonite.....He is Conducting The Orchestra of
Angels who have passed before....Smiling down on Lorraine,Cindy and Rick...Gina ,
Michael......If you Listen closely, you can hear the Orchestra tuning up for his Big
Celebration of Life......Maddalena Belfiore, Joe Biviano,Carmen Carrozza, Eugene
Ettore, Lou Iorio, Charles Magnante, Charles Nunzio,Joseph ZonFrilli,....Soo Many
More........They are all Soo happy to see you,Gene!
Miss you, Dear Friend, and I shall always remember your Fantastic Smile And Sense
of Humor! Someone like you comes into our lives once in a lifetime....I’m so glad you
were in mine!!! Rosemarie Cavanaugh

Rosemarie Cavanaugh - March 22 at 02:42 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Lenny Feldmann - March 21 at 11:06 PM

“

Gene DeBellis was not only my friend, he was my mentor and my teacher. And he
continued to teach me every day by his every word and action. He was truly a saint
on earth. There is no doubt in my mind that Gene was taken right to heaven by
angels and is resting in the Lord his God forever.
Gene loved his family so much! His wife and daughter and grandchildren especially.
He was a true friend to so many and an inspiration to all. He was dedicated to
serving others and loved to teach and share music and so much more. I feel
privileged to have known him.

Charlotte Cikowski - March 21 at 12:32 PM

“

From the first day I met the beautiful De Bellis family sixty years ago, I knew that
Gene was an incredible man. He was brilliant and knowledgeable, so that
conversations with him were always enlightening. He was talented with the desire to
share his talents with so many students and friends while exuding only modesty and
humility. But above all, he was the best father, grandfather and friend who gave from
his heart of gold.
Gene is in Heaven now with the God he cherished , the God whose divine guidance
he followed throughout his life. He has left us saddened here with his loss, but
Heaven has gained an angel. We can still feel the love he left behind for us.

With love for the De Bellis family,
Betty Ann Macaluso
betty ann macaluso - March 21 at 08:14 AM

“

When our two sons were young, my wife, and I, decided that they should start
receiving music lessons, especially to learn to play the Guitar, their main interest.
We took them to the DeBellis School of Music on Bloomfield Ave., where we first met
Eugene DeBellis. He immediately took a liking to the boys, and enrolled them in the
school.
We found him to be a very kind, gentle and forthcoming person, while he was
explaining the recital program, and in dealing with future purchases of guitars.
Throughout the years that they spent at the School, we always admired how he
worked with our sons and the progression they made.
As time went on, one of my sons became engaged to his daughter and in 1998 they
were married.
Later on, when we were presented with twins, Gina and Michael, all of us were very

happy. Gene beamed every time he was in their company and became a wonderful
Granddaddy, as he was a wonderful father to his daughter.
He will be remembered for all the good things that he did in his lifetime and his
constant love of Family and God. All will miss him.
Rick and Marie Ketay
Rick and Marie Ketay - March 21 at 06:15 AM

“

To my My Uncle, My Godfather: I never thought this time wouid come because you
seemed inVincable ! It’s saddens me but I have So many good memories . I know
you loved me from the day I was born! You taught me to ice skate when I was 5 at
Branch Brook Park, you even taught me the accordion when I was a kid, too. You
were a great big brother to my dad who looked up to you . You were a legend ,yet
held so much dignity as a quiet man with kindness for everyone. I will miss our “piano
lessons” and time together. You are at peace now with my dad, your parents and
cousins. I love you and will miss you & will cherish the tine I had with you.
Love & HugsDONNA

Donba DeBellis Rusdo - March 20 at 12:02 AM

“

“

DONNA DeBellis Russo
Donna DeBellis Russo - March 20 at 12:05 AM

Gene took us "under his wing" when we were first married and he will be in our
hearts always. Jill and I are so sorry for your loss, but we know he is with our Lord
looking down on us with Rose and Jack. Pax.
Dr. Don and Jill DeFabio

Donald DeFabio - March 19 at 08:01 PM

